CHAPTER  8

THE CROWN OF ZOROASTRIANISM

I am not come to destroy but to fulfil

The kingdom of heaven is like unto a man that is a merchant seeking
goodly pearls: and having found one pearl of great price, he went and
sold all that he had and bought it,

WE are at last ready to turn to Christianity and examine
its answer to the questions raised by the ancient religion we
have been studying. Since Wilson's day there has been
extremely little research in Parsi books and among Parsi
people from the standpoint of Christian missionary aims. It
seems incumbent on us to compare our general results with
those of the great pioneer. Any one who gets hold of
Wilson's Parsi Religion} and gives even a cursory reading to
its very learned, very earnest, and very prolix pages, will see
at once that there is an immense difference between Wilson's
estimate of the religion and that which is set forth in this
book. The essence of the difference, however, admits of
a very simple explanation. Wilson gives no evidence that he
ever read the Gathas: the student who takes up Wilson's task
after three-quarters of a century is only reluctantly compelled
to read anything else. Wilson sternly refuses to allow Zara-
thushtra the title of Prophet, and will hardly give his religion

1 The Parsi Religion as contained in the Zand-Avasta, and propounded
and defended by the Zoroastrians of India and Persia, unfolded, refuted,
and contrasted with Christianity. By John Wilson, D.DM M.RAS.
Bombay, American Mission Press, 1843, PP- 474* With appendices of
136 pages, including translations of Zartusht-Namah (Eastwick), &c.